134 HENRY STREET
PORT OF SPAIN

REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
Telephone: (868) 623-2CCJ Fax: (868) 624-4710
Website: www.ccj.org

MEDIA RELEASE
(For immediate release)

No. 15:2020
23 June 2020

CCJ ISSUES ORDER TO THE GUYANA ELECTIONS COMMISSION TO ENSURE FAIR
HEARING

Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago. The Caribbean Court of Justice (CCJ) this afternoon issued
an Order requiring the Guyana Elections Commission and its officers and agents to take no step to
prejudice the fair hearing of an Application made to the Court by Mohammed Irfaan Ali and
Bharrat Jagdeo.

The steps prohibit, including but not limited to, declaring the results of the Guyana elections held
on 2" March 2020 until the CCJ issued final orders following the hearing and determination of
the questions raised before it in the said Application.

Counsel for Ali and Jagdeo had applied to the Court today, Tuesday 23" June 2020, for Special
Leave to appeal against a decision of the Court of Appeal of Guyana delivered on Monday
227 June 2020.

The CCJ has ordered that all Respondents to the Application acknowledge service of the said
Application by 4:00 pm on Wednesday 24™ June 2020. A Case Management Conference on the
matter filed is to be held on Thursday 25" June 2020 at 3:00 pm via video conference with a view
to a proposed hearing on Wednesday 1% July 2020 at 10:00 am to determine the issues raised in
the Application, also to be heard via video conference in light of the global Coronavirus pandemic.

-end-

About the Caribbean Court of Justice

The Caribbean Court of Justice (CCJ) was inaugurated in Port of Spain, Republic of Trinidad and Tobago
on 16 April 2005 and presently has a Bench of seven judges presided over by CCJ President, the
Honourable Mr Justice Adrian Saunders. The CCJ has an Original and an Appellate Jurisdiction and is
effectively, therefore, two courts in one. In its Original Jurisdiction, it is an international court with
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exclusive jurisdiction to interpret and apply the rules set out in the Revised Treaty of Chaguaramas (RTC)
and to decide disputes arising under it. The RTC established the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) and
the CARICOM Single Market and Economy (CSME). In its Original Jurisdiction, the CCJ is critical to
the CSME and all 12 Member States which belong to the CSME (including their citizens, businesses, and
governments) can access the Court’s Original Jurisdiction to protect their rights under the RTC. In its
Appellate Jurisdiction, the CCJ is the final court of appeal for criminal and civil matters for those countries
in the Caribbean that alter their national Constitutions to enable the CCJ to perform that role. At present,
four states access the Court in its Appellate Jurisdiction, these being Barbados, Belize, Dominica and
Guyana. However, by signing and ratifying the Agreement Establishing the Caribbean Court of Justice,
Member States of the Community have demonstrated a commitment to making the CCJ their final court
of appeal. The Court is the realisation of a vision of our ancestors, an expression of independence and a
signal of the region’s coming of age.
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