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During the year 2015 the Regional Judicial and Legal Services Commission (“Commission”) 
continued to discharge its functions under the Agreement Establishing the Caribbean Court of 
Justice and maintained the Court’s independence.  The Members of the Commission continued to 
exhibit unselfish dedication to service as they attended meetings of the Commission and participated 
in sub-committee sessions which often required the donation of several days away from their home 
base. I must comment that the outstanding work of these Caribbean stalwarts has been 
inspirational and exemplary. 
 
This year brought a change in the membership of the Commission.  Commissioner Evaristus Jn 
Marie’s term of office expired on November 5, 2015, and on November 6, 2015 Dr. Francis Alexis, 
Q.C. – nominated jointly by the Secretary-General of the Community and the Director General of the 
OECS – was sworn in to replace Mr. Jn Marie.   I wish to express my unreserved appreciation to 
Commissioner Jn Marie for his sterling contribution to the Commission during his tenure.   
 
The term of office of Commissioner Jennifer Astaphan expired on November 5, 2015, and she was 
re-appointed, having been jointly nominated for a second term by the Secretary-General and the 
Director General of the OECS.  Her second term of office commenced on November 6, 2015. 
 
The Commission continued its work in maintaining the myriad base for selection of judges which 
resulted in the appointment of the Honourable Madam Justice Maureen Rajnauth-Lee who was 
sworn in on March 27, 2015 after the retirement of Honourable Madam Justice Désirée Bernard.  
Mme. Justice Rajnauth-Lee was selected from among applicants from the Caribbean, North America 
and Eastern Europe.  She settled into her work at the Caribbean Court of Justice (CCJ) immediately 
and played an important role in the itinerant sitting of the Court in Belize in the month following her 
appointment.  During the remainder of the year she participated in the pre-trial work of the Court, 
applications for leave to appeal and appellate hearings and authored the judgments in three of the 
cases in which she participated.   
 
This year also saw the Commission continuing its work in the restructuring of the CCJs’ Court’s 
Administration and developing the human resources to support the work of the Court.  In March 
2015 the Commission approved the engagement of Focal Point Consulting Limited (“Consultant”) to 
carry out a Job Evaluation exercise for the CCJ and Commission.   
 
The purpose of the Job Evaluation exercise is to establish and administer a classification system for 
the Court and Commission by ensuring that there were job descriptions and specifications for all 
positions; and that each position was evaluated and assigned to an appropriate salary band based 
on the approved job evaluation methodology.  By the end of 2015, the Job Evaluation Exercise was 
mostly completed with the Final Report of the Consultants due by the first quarter of 2016.     
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On April 16, 2015 the CCJ commenced its 10th Anniversary celebrations with a number of activities 
which culminated in a Staff Awards and Appreciation Function on December 10, 2015.  At this event 
Dr. the Honourable Lloyd Barnett, O.J. was honoured for his outstanding service to the Commission.  
Dr. Barnett served as Deputy Chairman of the Commission and he has been instrumental in the 
crafting of the original and revised Staff Regulations as well as the Rules guiding the CCJ and 
Commission’s Pension Funds.  Dr. Barnett has also served on a number of Committees and his 
contribution and commitment to the work of the Commission has been invaluable.  I unequivocally 
commend him on his passion and dedication to duty when it came to the Commission’s business and 
work at hand.   
 
I also express my sincere appreciation to my other fellow Commissioners for their irrefutable and 
unrelenting service, which has enabled the Commission to ably discharge its duties and 
responsibilities.   The Staff of the Commission also continue to play a vital role in the day-to-day 
operations of the Commission, and their unwavering and tireless efforts have not gone unnoticed.  
 
Each new year brings its own challenges and rewards in many respects, but I am ever mindful that I 
am not in this alone and that I have at my side the knowledge and skills of many great persons who 
each play a vital role in discharging the obligations of the Commission.  As we forge ahead, let us 
always remember that our service is not to man or to country but to the Caribbean Region where 
we continue to build a legacy for those who will one day fill our shoes. 
 
May God continue to bless the Regional Judicial and Legal Services Commission. 
 
 
The Right Honourable Sir Charles Dennis Byron, Chairman 
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